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Further, the AOA has adopted the position that physicians should play a major role in the 
development and instruction of medical ethics. 
 
Section 1. The physician shall keep in confidence whatever she/he may learn about a patient in the 
discharge of professional duties. Information shall be divulged by the physician when required by 
law or when authorized by the patient. 
 
Section 2. The physician shall give a candid account of the patient’s condition to the patient or to 
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osteopathic or allopathic credentials in all professional uses of her/his name. Indications of specialty 
practice, membership in professional societies, and related matters shall be governed by rules 
promulgated by the American Osteopathic Association. View further interpretation. 
 
Section 9. A physician should not hesitate to seek consultation whenever she/he believes it is in the 
best interest of the patient. 
 
Section 10. In any dispute between or among physicians involving ethical or organizational matters, 
the matter in controversy should first be referred to the appropriate arbitrating bodies of the 
profession. 
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Section 19. When participating in research, a physician shall follow the current laws, regulations 
and standards of the United States or, if the research is conducted outside the United States, the 
laws, regulations and standards applicable to research in the nation where the research is 
conducted. This standard shall apply for physician involvement in research at any level and degree 
of responsibility, including, but not limited to, research, design, funding, participation either as 
examining and/or treating provider, supervision of other staff in their research, analysis of data and 
publication of results in any form for any purpose. 

Related References, Policies, Procedures, Forms and Appendices 

This policy is supplemented by: 

 AOA Code of Ethics 

University of Pikeville Employee Handbook 
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