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KYCOM ACADEMIC CALENDAR 2022 – 2023  

*Students are required to comply with the KYCOM course attendance policy.  
Please note that the KYCOM Academic Calendar is subject to change at any time. 

Fall 2022 

Monday, June 27, 2022 
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ABOUT THE KENTUCKY COLLEGE OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE 

Medicine in the Mountains 

The Kentucky College of Osteopathic Medicine (KYCOM) was established to provide Medicine in the Mountains; it is 
Keeping the Promise. When KYCOM enrolled its 
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9. To cultivate an appreciation of lifelong learning in KYCOM students and graduates through the development 
of scholarly inquiry skills. 

Osteopathic Medicine 

Osteopathic medicine practices a whole person approach to health care. Instead of just treating specific symptoms, 
osteopathic physicians focus on the patient as a whole. Both osteopathic physicians (D.O.s) and allopathic physicians 
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physicians in rural Kentucky and Appalachia. Seventy percent of KYCOM graduates practice in a primary care 







https://www.upike.edu/osteopathic-medicine/kycom-program/residency-placements/
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ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS 

The minimum academic requirements for admission to the first-year class are: 

1. A baccalaureate degree from a regionally accredited college or university. The baccalaureate degree 
must be earned prior to matriculation in the medical school program. 

2. The Medical College Admissions Test (MCAT). Students must take the exam and have the official scores 
sent to KYCOM. MCAT test scores are valid for three years from the original test date. 

3. Satisfactory completion of the following college courses, including laboratory work: 

English Composition and Literature  6 Semester Hours  

General Chemistry    8 Semester Hours 

Organic Chemistry    8 Semester Hours (4 hours of which can be Biochemistry) 

Physics     8 Semester Hours 
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Communication 

The candidate must be able to communicate effectively, efficiently, and sensitively with patients and their families, 
and with all members of the health care team. A candidate must be able to interpret X-ray and other graphic images 
and digital or analog representations of physiologic phenomenon (such as EKGs). Assistive devices may be used if 
necessary. 

Motor 

Candidates and students should possess the motor skills necessary to provide general care and emergency 
treatment to patients and to directly perform palpation, percussion, auscultation and other diagnostic maneuvers, 
basic laboratory tests, and diagnostic procedures. Examples include cardiopulmonary resuscitation; administering 
intravenous medication; applying pressure to stop bleeding; opening of obstructed airways; suturing of simple 
wounds; and performing simple obstetrical maneuvers. Such actions require coordination of both gross and fine 
muscular movements; equilibrium; and functional use of the senses of touch and vision. 

Sensory 

Osteopathic candidates need exceptional sensory skills. It is therefore necessary to thoroughly evaluate individuals 
who are otherwise qualified but who have significant tactile sensory or proprioceptive disabilities. This would 



mailto:aacomas@aacom.org
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1. Credits may be transferred only from medical schools and colleges accredited either by the Commission on 
Osteopathic College Accreditation (COCA) or by the Liaison Committee on Medical Education (LCME). 
Transfer credits are given only if the student is eligible for readmission to the previously attended COCA or 
LCME accredited medical school. 

2. When a student transfers from another COCA-accredited College of Osteopathic Medicine (COM) to KYCOM, 
the last two years of instruction must be completed at KYCOM as the COM granting the D.O. degree. 

3. When students transfer from an LCME-accredited medical school or college to KYCOM, at least two years of 
instruction must be completed at KYCOM. 

4. In the case of LCME transfers, KYCOM’s requirements for osteopathic manipulative medicine must be 
completed prior to graduation. 

 

FINANCIAL AID and TUITION 

TUITION, FEES, TUITION REFUNDS  

Tuition, 2022-2023 

KYCOM tuition for the 2022-2023 academic year is $51,500. It is billed by semester. Tuition payments are due at the 
time of invoicing unless special payment arrangements have been made with the University of Pikeville Business 
Office. Tuition payments for students with financial aid are processed by the University of Pikeville Business Office. 
Tuition is subject to change annually. The University reserves the right to change the schedule of tuition and fees 
without advance notice and to make such changes applicable to current as well as future students. Please see the 
2022-2023 KYCOM Student Handbook for detailed information about tuition, fees, and finanacial aid. 

Application Fee 

A nonrefundable fee of $75 is payable to KYCOM upon submission of KYCOM’s application for admission. 

Acceptance Fee 

A nonrefundable fee of $1,000 is payable to KYCOM after a student has been accepted in order to confirm his/her 
placement in the entering class. 
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Current semester balances must be $0 before students may begin the next semester. UPIKE’s Board of Trustees 
reserves the right to change the schedule of tuition and fees, without advance notice, and to make such changes 
applicable to present as well as future students of KYCOM, and to establish additional fees or charges for special 
services whenever, in their opinion, such actions are deemed advisable. All inquiries concerning the above policies 
and all requests for refunds should be directed to the Assistant Dean of Graduate and Professions. 

FINANCIAL AID  

Financial aid counseling and assistance is provided to medical students regarding securing financial support to help 
meet the costs of medical education. Although the Financial Aid Office assists KYCOM students with funding for their 
medical education, the student is primarily responsible for securing this financing. This means that such things as 
supplying personal or family documentation, ensuring that a student qualifies for loans by having a favorable credit 
report, and providing monies for prior commitments are the student’s obligations under the system. All documents 
requested must be received before financial assistance will be processed. 

The average osteopathic physician is at least $257,335 in debt by the time he/she graduates from a college of 
osteopathic medicine (
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years, but the fellowship selection process occurs during the second year. The fellowship program adds a year to the 
fellows’ KYCOM curriculum and delays graduation by one year. Fellows receive a stipend and tuition waiver for the 
fellowship year. 

 

 

ACADEMIC POLICIES 

Students are evaluated on the basis of their performance on assignments as well as on their achievements on 
regularly scheduled written and practical examinations. The results of the examinations, along with reports 
concerning attendance, conduct, and professional attributes, are considered by the KYCOM Promotion and 
Matriculation Committee to determine student eligibility for promotion into the next year of the KYCOM curriculum 
and for graduation. 

Students with course failures may be required to repeat an academic year in full or in part. Although all grades 
received at KYCOM are recorded on the student’s transcripts, only grades received in the repeated academic year 
are used to calculate the cumulative GPA. Failure of any course in the repeated year may result in dismissal from 
KYCOM. Students who repeat a year due to failing course grades are placed on academic probation for the full 
academic year and are considered to be enrolled with conditions. Students who are on academic probation should 
forego extracurricular activities to enable them to focus on their successful academic progress. In the case of first- 
and second-year students who are repeating the academic year, academic probation will be removed at the end of 
the year when all classes are successfully completed. 

Throughout the KYCOM program of medical education, students are expected to develop and demonstrate qualities, 
attitudes, and behavioral patterns appropriate to a career in osteopathic medicine and consistent with the 
osteopathic oath taken at the time of graduation. The student is expected to maintain high standards of personal 
and professional behavior in interactions with patients, peers, members of the health care team, and the members 
of the faculty and staff, and to follow KYCOM and health care facility policies and procedures. Integrity is an 
essential personal quality for successful completion of this D.O. program. Further, students are expected to abide by 
University, local, state, and federal regulations and laws. Should concerns arise in any of these areas, these student 
matters may be forwarded to the Promotion and Matriculation Committee for its deliberation and recommendation 
on whether the student may continue in the curriculum. 

For more information on KYCOM academic and student policies as well as the responsibilities of the KYCOM 
Promotion and Matriculation Committee, please refer to the KYCOM Student Handbook 
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Grades: First- and Second-Year Courses 
Seventy percent (70%) is the minimum acceptable passing percentage grade. Any final grade below 70 percent is a 
failing grade for a course. Grading policies for each individual course will be provided in the course syllabus. 

 
Grades: Third- and Fourth-Year Courses 
Please refer to the KYCOM Clinical Rotations Manual applicable to your class for information on grades issued for 
clinical rotations. 

 
Grade Point Average Calculation 
KYCOM grade point average (GPA) calculations are based on student grades attained for all courses completed in 
the four-year KYCOM curriculum, and are numerical averages. Each course, regardless of credit hours or its duration, 
reports one final percentage grade for each student. Percentage grades are reported as whole numbers. These final 
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

At a faculty meeting preceding commencement, the Promotion and Matriculation Committee certifies to the faculty 
the names of those students eligible for the degree of Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine, contingent upon the 
successful completion of all academic, administrative, and financial requirements of the College. The faculty will 
entertain a motion to approve the candidates and submit the list to the University of Pikeville Board of Trustees 
for approval. 

A student who has fulfilled all of KYCOM’s requirements will be granted the degree of Doctor of Osteopathic 
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BASIC SCIENCES – YEARS 1 and 2 

OST 501 Gross Anatomy 
This course presents the macroscopic structure of the human body using a regional approach. Emphasis is placed on the 
correlation between anatomical structure and function on the one hand and clinical applications on the other. The laboratory 
sessions include such resources as cadaver dissection, radiographs, MRIs, and CT scans. 

OST 502 Physiology 
This course is a study of human physiology, which includes a functional knowledge of cells as well as the functional analysis of 
selected organ systems. After considering cellular physiology from a molecular and organelle level, students study the 
autonomic nervous system and muscle physiology. Selected organ systems of focus are the cardiovascular, respiratory, urinary, 
gastrointestinal and endocrine. With an emphasis on integration and control of the body, introductory concepts of 
pathophysiology will also be included that allow students to understand alterations in normal physiological parameters. 

OST 503 Biochemistry 
Human biochemistry is the study of the human body at the molecular level. Both normal and aberrant processes will be studied 
to better obtain a grasp of the disease state. The core portion of this course will stress the fundamentals of biochemistry and 
will be categorized into seven major functions. The sections include: (I) the structure and function of protein; (II) intermediary 
metabolism; (III) the storage and expression of genetic information; (IV) carbohydrate metabolism: (V) lipid metabolism; (VI) 
nitrogen metabolism; and (VII) the integration of the above metabolic processes. Dispersed among the above lectures will be 
clinically relevant material (case histories) to aid in the understanding of both normal and pathological biochemical processes. 

OST 506 Histology and Embryology  
This course offers a broad understanding of cell biology, microanatomy, and embryology, which collectively can be thought of as 
the foundation for courses such as physiology, pathology, and obstetrics and gynecology. Histology is defined as the study of 
tissues and is primarily presented as a microscopic view of the body’s tissues and organs. Basic embryology will be covered 
along with a clinical emphasis on birth defects. An attempt has been made to have lectures in this course correspond as much as 
possible with those in gross anatomy to give the students both the microscopic and macroscopic views of structures that are 
being studied within a block of time. Case presentations are discussed, along with an emphasis on image recognition laboratory 
work and testing over these concepts. 

OST 509 Neuroscience 
In this course, the morphology, circuitry, function and clinical applications of neuroanatomy are presented in lecture, clinical 
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OST 606 Microbiology 
This course presents virology, bacteriology, mycology, and parasitology from a medical standpoint, emphasizing morphology, 
physiology, life history, pathogenicity, epidemiology, diagnosis, therapy, and prevention. A case history/ problem-solving 
approach to infectious diseases will be incorporated into the last part of the course and will emphasize such clinical aspects as 
etiology, patient management, specimen collection, laboratory tests, pathologic findings, and prognosis. 

OST 612 Pharmacology I 
This course is an in depth study of medical pharmacology emphasizing the basis for applied clinical therapeutics. All major 
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Internal Medicine, Pediatrics, General Surgery, Women’s Health, OPP and Psychiatry. The required Selective Clinical 
Rotations consist of Emergency Medicine, Clinical Osteopathic Medicine, Internal Medicine subspecialty, Rural 
Medicine, and Women’s Health. 

During the third and fourth years, a total of 19 four-week rotation blocks and 2 four-week blocks of COMLEX-USA 
board preparation and/or selective or elective rotations have been provided to complete 76 weeks of rotation 
requirements that include: 

1. 36 weeks of required Core Clinical Rotations (9 blocks) 
2. 20 weeks of required Selective Clinical Rotations (5 blocks) 
3. 20 weeks of Elective Clinical Rotations (5 blocks) 
4. 8 weeks for COMLEX-USA exam preparation (2 blocks) 

The schedule includes two weeks at the end of the third year devoted to clinical skills evaluation plus four weeks of 
winter holiday breaks (2 weeks per year, per KYCOM calendar). 

 

YEAR 3 REQUIRED CLINICAL ROTATION DESCRIPTIONS 

Each required clinical rotation is 4 weeks in length. For students entering in the Class of 2018 and later, each 4-week rotation is 4 
credit hours. 

OST 700 Clinical Osteopathic Medicine  
Clinical Osteopathic Medicine is a mandatory CORE rotation. This rotation is intended to give student the opportunity to apply 
the principles and techniques they’ve studied over the first two years in the context of the patient care experience. The 
understanding of the interrelationships of the body systems, and the interpretation of physical findings are incorporated into 
the diagnosis and treatment of muscular, articular, visceral and other structural dysfunction. The osteopathic medical student is 
introduced to the osteopathic approach to evaluation and management of medical/surgical patients in both the outpatient and 
hospital setting.
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year introductory pediatrics course to experience the care of infants, children, and adolescents in the out- patient population. 
Common childhood diseases, genetic and developmental disorders, preventive health care, physical examination skills, and 
diagnosis and management strategies are among the rotation’s experiences. 

OST 708 Family Medicine I 
Family Medicine I is a mandatory third year core rotation that may be served in either the inpatient or outpatient setting. The 
third year osteopathic medical student is progressed from the clinical courses introduced during the two pre- clinical years to 
their application in patient care. A hospital setting is preferable, however, course objectives can be achieved in an office setting. 
Preventive care, family planning, end of life care, acute and chronic care applied across all age groups, coordination of medical 
services, and the operation of a professional practice are among the many experiences gained over the four weeks. 

708 Family Medicine I Online 
Family Medicine I is a four-week, third-year core clinical experience. The third-year osteopathic medical student is progressed 
from the clinical courses introduced during the two pre-clinical 
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experience the pathophysiology relevant to affected organ systems and the efficacy of surgical care, 4. To expose students to an 
evaluative approach to diagnosis and management of the surgical patient by use of physical examination, laboratory and 
diagnostic testing, evidence-based medicine, and 5. To provide knowledge of common operative procedures and equipment. 

OST 741 General Surgery II 
General Surgery II is a mandatory hospital-based third-year core rotation. The third year osteopathic medical student is engaged 
to exercise diagnostic skills to evaluate the surgical patient, hone surgical skills as an assistant in the operating room suite, and 
develop an appreciation for evidence-based surgical care criteria, and influences on surgical care plans. Prerequisite: OST 740. 

OST 750 Osteopathic Principles for Clinical Rotations (4 credit hours) 
This third-year course is a continuation of the OPC I-IV courses and will serve to further expand and develop the world of 
osteopathic patient care through a multifaceted approach. The course is a standard didactic program for third year students 
and consists of recorded modules and online exercises (via Panopto Video Center and/or the AOPTIC website in addition to pre-
video and post-video exams through the LMS). Essential components of the course will include reinforcement of principlese 
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an emergency medicine specialist, sees the essentials of Emergency Medicine through observation and performance of clinical 
procedures, hands on clinical experiences and direct interaction with faculty, individual patients, and families. Integration of 
clinical skills and evidence-based medicine is achieved with emphasis on didactic discussions, and development of clinical skills. 
Pre-requisites: General Internal Medicine I, General Internal Medicine II, Family Medicine I, General Surgery, Pediatrics, and 
Woman’s Health 
 
OST 808 Addiction Medicine 
Addiction Medicine is an elective, third or fourth year medical student, four-week rotation, served primarily in an in-patient 
setting. The elective is intended for the osteopathic medical student to experience the reality of the physician-patient 
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OST 896 International Rotation 
This international rotation is a four-week fourth year rotation that is completed in an out-patient setting. The osteopathic 
medical student is, under preceptor supervision, actively engaged in both the care and the medical decision-making for the 
delivery of the healthcare needs to the out-patient population. During the four weeks, the osteopathic medical student will 
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verbal, written, and electronic format. Communication in the English language is essential, as is communication with 
other members of the health care team, patients, and others when language barriers or other challenges to effective 
communication are encountered. Interpersonal and communication skills for osteopathic medical practice are based 
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KYCOM STUDENT ASSESSMENT PLAN 

Mission Statement 
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Goals and Objectives Outcomes Assessment Methods Additional Tools 

To prepare physicians 
committed to improving access 
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FAMILY EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS and PRIVACY ACT (FERPA) POLICY 
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A school official has a “legitimate educational interest” if a review of a student’s record is necessary to fulfill the 
official’s professional responsibilities to the University. School officials may have legitimate educational interests 
both in students who are currently enrolled and in those no longer enrolled. 

 If a significant threat to the health or safety of a student or other individual is determined, university personnel may 
disclose information from education records to any person, including parents, whose knowledge of the information 
is necessary to protect the health or safety of the student or other individuals. University personnel must maintain a 
record of the significant threat that formed the rational basis for the disclosure. 

Other exceptions to education records include: sole possession records, records created and maintained by a law 
enforcement unit for a law enforcement purpose, employment records (unless contingent on attendance), medical 
records made and maintained in the course of treatment and disclosed only to those individuals providing 
treatment, records that only contain information about a student after he or she is no longer a student at the 
University of Pikeville (i.e. alumni records). 

Objections must be in writing, signed and dated by the student, and be directed to the University of Pikeville 
Registrar’s Office. Complaints regarding alleged violations of rights accorded students by the Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act may be directed to: Family Policy Compliance Office U.S. Department of Education, 400 
Maryland Ave. S.W., Washington, D.C. 20202-8520. For additional information: http://www.aacrao.org. 
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PERSONNEL 

UNIVERSITY OF PIKEVILLE ADMINISTRATION 

Burton J. Webb, Ph.D.    President 

The Honorable Paul E. Patton   Chancellor, Governor of Kentucky, 1995-2003 

Lori Werth, Ph.D.     Provost 

Barry L. Bentley, M.B.A.    Vice President for Finance and Business Affairs 

Joe E. Kingery, D.O., MBA, FACOFP, FAAFP  Dean of the Kentucky College of Osteopathic Medicine 

Michael Bacigalupi, O.D., M.S.   Dean of the Kentucky College of Optometry 

David R. Hutchens    Vice President for Advancement and Alumni Relations 

Karen Damron, Ph.D.    Dean of the Elliott School of Nursing 

Jennifer Dugan, Ph.D.    Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences 

Mathys J. Meyer, Ph.D.    Assistant Provost of Retention 

Chris Harris, DBA     Dean of the Coleman College of Business 

 

KENTUCKY COLLEGE OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE ADMINISTRATION 

Joe E. Kingery, D.O., MBA, FACOFP, FAAFP  Dean of the Kentucky College of Osteopathic Medicine 

Mary T. Johnson, Ph.D.    Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 

Malgorzata Simm, Ph.D., M.Sc.   Associate Dean for Biomedical Sciences 

<To be determined>    Associate Dean for Clinical Affairs 

Maleshea Hopkins, D.O.     Associate Dean for Osteopathic Medical Education 

Laura E. Griffin, D.O., FAAO   Associate Dean for Osteopathic Principles and Practices Integration 

Bethany Bowersock, J.D.    Assistant Dean of Graduate and Professions 

 

KYCOM ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT HEADS 

Family Medicine 

Antionette Justice, D.O., Chair 

Osteopathic Principles and Practice 

Laura E. Griffin, D.O., FAAO, Chair 
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KYCOM FACULTY 

Gbolahan Afolabi, Ph.D., M.H.A., M.B.B.S.  Anatomy 

Sujin Bao, Ph.D.     Biochemistry 

Michael S. Carnes, D.O., FAAO   Osteopathic Principles and Practice 

Cathryn J. Caudill, Ph.D.    Pathology
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